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SCOUTING - THE MOUNTAINTOP EXPERIENCE 

 

 

Climb On! 

Mountaineering and rock climbing are exciting challenges for many Scouts today. The Boy Scouts of 
America offers opportunities for learning and practicing safe skills on climbing walls and at designated 
climbing areas.  
 
While technical climbing is a terrific challenge, the summits of many mountains can be reached by 
hikers. Among the most famous is Baldy Mountain, the highest point at Philmont Scout Ranch. 



 

 

BALDY - THE BSA'S MOST FAMOUS MOUNTAIN 

 
Towering over the north country of Philmont Scout Ranch, Baldy scraps the sky at an elevation of 
12,441 feet. It is one of the loftiest summits in New Mexico's Sangre de Christo Mountains, and a 
worthy goal for many Scouts trekking the Philmont high country. 

 

Most Baldy climbers begin their ascent at Baldy Town, once a mining outpost and now a staffed 
backcountry camp. They follow a switchbacking trail to treeline, then continue into the thinning air to 
reach the spectacular views from Baldy's rock-covered summit. 



 

Whether you are climbing Baldy or setting out on any other backcountry adventure, you'll want to 
have the right equipment for the conditions you might encounter. That begins with the Scout Basic 
Essentials (listed in the Boy Scout Handbook) and the willingness to give it your best effort. 

GEARING UP FOR UP THERE 

 

 

Climbing equipment has changed over the years, but everyone in the mountains needs a reliable 

source of light. Find yours - and plenty of other great outdoor gear - at www.scoutstuff.org 

 

 

http://www.scoutstuff.org/
http://www.scoutstuff.org/BSASupply/ItemDetail.aspx?cat=01RTL&ctgy=PRODUCTS&c2=CAMPING&C3=FLASHLIGHTS&C4=&LV=3&item=610243&prodid=610243%5e8%5e01RTL&


SUMMITS OF THE FOUNDERS 

 
Did you know that four men important to the origins of Scouting have mountains named for them? 
Here's the list:  

 

 Mt. Baden-Powell - 9,389 feet, in the San Gabriel Mountains near Los Angeles, California. 

Scouts can follow a four mile trail up 41 switchbacks to summit. On top is a bronze plaque 

honoring Robert Baden-Powell, who began the Scouting movement in England. 

 Mt. Thompson-Seton - 7,815 feet. The mountain named for the BSA's first Chief Scout is just 

west of Glacier National Park and close to the Canadian border. 

 Mt. Dan Beard - 10,072 feet. Woodsman Daniel Carter Beard, who wrote and illustrated 

much of the BSA's early literature, lent his name to a great, snowy mountain near Mt. 

McKinley in Alaska's Denali National Park. 



 

 Mt. Hornaday - 10,003 feet. A mountain in Yellowstone National Park carries on the legacy of 

William Temple Hornaday, the man who brought a strong sense of environmental stewardship 

- and the Hornaday Award - to the Boy Scouts of America. 

 

 

WILLIAM HORNADAY AND HIS AWARD 

 

William Hornaday was born in Indiana in 1854 and educated in Iowa. As a young zoologist he traveled 

to the far corners of the globe to study animals. For thirty years he served as director of the New York 

Zoological Society (now the Bronx Zoo).  

A fierce defender of wildlife, Hornaday is credited with saving the American bison from extinction. It is 



the animal that appeared on the U.S. "Buffalo Nickel" from 1913 to 1938. 

 

Author of chapters in early editions of the Boy Scout Handbook and many articles in Boys' Life 

magazine, Hornaday encouraged Scouts to commit themselves to improving wildlife habitat. He 

reasoned that millions of Scouts becoming stewards of the environment could be a powerful force for 

good.  

Mr. Hornaday established the Wildlife Protection Medal to recognize significant efforts made by 

Scouts and by individuals and organizations beyond the BSA. 

 

A year after his death in 1937, the award was renamed for its founder. Hornaday awards continue to 

be among the most prestigious in all of Scouting. 



 

 

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

 

Planting trees. Restoring meadows and marshes. Maintaining hiking trails. Scouts everywhere find 

great satisfaction in giving back to the land, and so can you. 

With the assistance of your Scout leaders, discuss possibilities for conservation projects with 

managers of parks, forests, and other public lands. Many merit badges will help you learn about the 

environment. There are lots of opportunities for Cub Scouts and Venturers, too. Find information on 

www.scouting.org.  

http://www.scouting.org/


 

It is always satisfying to receive the recognition of a patch, a pin, or even a Hornaday Award. Best of 

all, though, is knowing that you've done the right thing, and that you are leaving the environment in 

better shape than you found it. That's a mountaintop Scouting experience in any terrain. 

 
  

 

   

 


